That Ixworth Chicken – a tale (sic) piece.
It wasn’t long after my previous article had been published in the Ixworth Magazine, that our ‘phone rang early one evening. Quite out of the blue, on the other end of the line, was the daughter of Reginald Appleyard, ‘inventor’ of the Ixworth Chicken! It was all a bit of a surprise, but I had a long and eloquent conversation with Mrs Godwin, now into her eighties, but with very clear memories of her father. She also very kindly loaned me a number of newspaper and magazine cuttings which helped to fill in the gaps.
Reginald Appleyard grew up in farming fraternity near to Doncaster. He saw active action with the army in the First World War, which along with many other young men of this period, seems to have left a lasting health legacy. After the war he came to Ixworth to farm 100 acres of land at Brewster’s farm, I assume because there were family links. The buildings of Brewster’s no longer exist, although they figure on the 1974 edition of the First Series Ordnance Survey map, and I know a lot of older Ixworthians remember where they were; for those who have no idea, follow the Bridleway over Hempyard Bridge, pass Long Wood, go up the hill to the where there is a left branch onto what becomes a semi gravelled track. On the zigzag you will spy 2 isolated Copper Beech trees that effectively mark the location.
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Owing to the terrible financial conditions of the time, Reginald had to give up the farm, instead, in 1924/25, he moved to the Priory Farm by the Blackbourn with its 22 acres. It was here that he rekindled his boyhood interest in birds, particularly Ducks and Waterfowl, so that by the 1930s, there were many hundreds of birds at the Farm, such as the Silver Appleyard duck, covering over 40 different breeds. However a major focus was on the ‘White Ixworth’, conceived in 1931 and tested over several years, where the breed was shown to lay over 200 eggs in an 11 month period with a dead weight of around 5 lbs at 17 weeks. The bird won the Silver Challenge Cup, first prize for the best new breed, at the 1938 Dairy Show. The years of the Second World War then intervened when all such events were abandoned but they recommenced consequently, with the culmination that, at the 1948 Dairy Show there were awards – 8 firsts, 8 seconds, 6 thirds and 8 fourths; more importantly at the London National Poultry Show of that year, the new ‘Ixworth’ won first prize for the best pair, the highest honour awarded at that time to a poultry farmer.
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Another facet to the multi talented Reginald was that he was interested in both drawing and writing about his species, working as he was in 1948, on his fourth book.

The then Miss Appleyard was born at the Waterfowl Farm where she remained until she married in 1950, whence she moved, as Mrs Godwin, to Pakenham Water Mill and stayed for half a century; she now lives at Thurston. It was around 1954/55 that Reginald was forced to retire due to ill health, moving to Hepworth Hall for the princely sum of £100  a year. He died, after a long illness, aged only 65 years.
If my work colleague Judith has anything to do with it, then the memory of this remarkable man, not to mention his ‘White’, will have a fitting place in history. Mike Dean






